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Foundational Theme - The Lord God is the One, True God
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD.

Deuteronomy 6:4
Structural Theme - Sanctification Thru Divine Service
By the which will we are sanctified through the offering 

of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Hebrews 10:10
Imperative Theme - Israel Offers Themselves unto the Lord
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 

that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 

which is your reasonable service.

Romans 12:1 

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Leviticus will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Leviticus will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Moses was the author of the book of Leviticus , writing during the period of Israel's wilderness journey.

I. The Title
There are a number of ancient titles associated with the book of Leviticus.

A. The Ancient Jewish Title "And He Called" - Henry Swete says ancient Jews titled the five books of the Pentateuch, Proverbs , and Lamentations by identifying a key word in the opening verses. 3] The Hebrew title for Leviticus was "Wikra" ( וַיִּקְרָ֖א), which comes from the opening word of this book, meaning "and he called." Origen (c 185 - c 254) testifies to the use of this title by the Jews in his day. 4] Jerome (A.D 342to 420) was familiar with this title as well. 5] The title ( ויקרא) can be found in the standard work Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 6]

3] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 214.

4] Eusebius, the early Church historian, writes, " Leviticus , Wikra, ‘And he called';" Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 6251-2, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 272-3.

5] Jerome says, "the third, Vaiecra, that is Leviticus;" See Jerome, "Prefaces to the Books of the Vulgate Version of the Old Testament: The Books of Samuel and Kings," trans. W. H. Freemantle, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series, vol 6, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (New York: The Christian Literature Company, 1893), 489-90.

6] Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, eds. A. Alt, O. Eifelt, P. Kahle, and R. Kittle (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, c 1967-77).

B. The Modern English Title "Leviticus" - Today, English bibles use the title " Leviticus ," which finds it origin in the Greek title used in the LXX " λευιτικò ν ( βίβλιον )," which means, "matters pertaining to the Levites." Philo (20 B.C - A.D 50) called the book by its Greek name λευιτικò ν or λευιτικὴ̀ βίβλιον. 7] The Greek title was known by Melito, bishop of Sardis (d. c 190). 8] The Vulgate uses the Latin title "Leviticus (liber)," 9] from which the English title is derived. 10] Since the title "Leviticus" is used as far back as the LXX, Henry Swete and George Gray believe this title is "of Alexandrian and pre-Christian origin." 11] This title reflects the contents of the book, which discussing duties of the Levitical priests. 

7] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 215; Herbert E. Ryle, Philo and Holy Scripture (London: Macmillan and Company, 1895), xxii-xxiii.

8] Eusebius writes, "‘I learned accurately the books of the Old Testament, and send them to thee as written below. Their names are as follows: Of Moses, five books: Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Numbers ,, Leviticus , Deuteronomy; Jesus Nave, Judges , Ruth; of Kings, four books; of Chronicles, two; the Psalm of David; the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Wisdom also, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , Job; of Prophets, Isaiah , Jeremiah; of the twelve prophets, one book; Daniel ,, Ezekiel , Esdras. From which also I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books.' Such are the words of Melito." Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 42614 trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff, (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 206.

9] Biblia Sacra Juxta Vulgatam Clementinam, ed. electronica (Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc, 2005), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

10] Frederic Gardiner, Leviticus , translated by John P. Lange, in Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, vol 2 , editor Philip Schaff (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1876), 1.

11] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 215; George B. Gray, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Numbers , in The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, editors Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1903), xxi.

C. Other Titles- "The Law of the Priests" - In the Talmud the Rabbis call the book by the titles ( הַכהֲנִים תּוֹרַת) "Law of the Priests," and ( קָרְבָּנוֹת תּוֹרַת סֵפֶר) "Book of the Law of Offerings." 12]

12] C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Pentateuch, vol 2, in Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament, trans. James Martin (Edinburgh: T & T Clarke, 1872), 262; John Gill references "T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol 1032." See John Gill, Leviticus , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on introduction to Leviticus.

II. Historical Background
III. Authorship
See Introduction to the Pentateuch (Genesis Book Comments)

IV. Date
See Introduction to the Pentateuch (Genesis Book Comments)

V. Recipients
See Introduction to the Pentateuch (Genesis Book Comments)

VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 13]

13] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the children of Israel in the wilderness, the author of the book of Leviticus chose to write using the literary style of the law. Thus, the book of Leviticus is assigned to the literary genre called "law." 

There are a number of characteristics about the book of Leviticus that distinguish it from the other books of the Old Testament canon. In the area of numerology, we will look at the number seven. In the area of biblical theology, we will look at Christ in the Levitical laws.

A. Numerology: The Number Seven- The Levitical laws are built around the number "seven." It is interesting to note how often this number is use throughout the Scriptures. God uses seven years to judge nations and kings of major sins: 

Genesis 41:30, "And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land;"

2 Samuel 24:13, "So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there be three days" pestilence in thy land? now advise, and see what answer I shall return to him that sent me."

King Nebuchadnezzar was judged for seven years:

Daniel 4:16, "Let his heart be changed from man"s, and let a beast"s heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him."

God uses seven days to judge individuals of minor sins and uncleanness in the Scriptures. 

Leviticus 12:2, "Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and born a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean."

Leviticus 15:24, "And if any man lie with her at all, and her flowers be upon him, he shall be unclean seven days; and all the bed whereon he lieth shall be unclean."

Song of Solomon , why does God judge a woman and her son for seven days after childbirth? Perhaps it is as a sign that every man is born into sin. This is why a man is not circumcised until the eighth day, because he is unclean for the first seven days of his life and is not allowed into the Temple.

B. Biblical Theology: Christ in the Levitical Laws- Several passages say that these statutes are forever. Yet, Jesus Christ fulfilled the Law and did away with the old Levitical priesthood. Song of Solomon , in a sense these statutes are fulfilled through our Lord Jesus Christ as He ministers in the Heavenly Sanctuary.

Hebrews 8:1, "Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man."

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 14]

14] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Leviticus , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Leviticus for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Thematic Scheme
The Pentateuch is woven together as the first major division of the Holy Scriptures with a three-fold thematic scheme. (1) Primary Theme- The primary, foundational theme of the Pentateuch is the claim found in Deuteronomy 6:4 and known to the Jews as "the Shema," a verse that declares the God of Israel is one, true and living God, a theme that undergirds all five books of the Pentateuch. (2) Secondary Theme- Each book of the Pentateuch has a secondary theme that supports this central theme, providing the evidence to prove that the God of Israel is one God, who had dominion over all other gods worshipped by depraved humanity. Collectively, the secondary themes of the five books of the Pentateuch reveal the establishment of the nation of Israel above the nations of the earth through worship of YHWH, who has chosen Israel through His foreknowledge and divine election to be His chosen method of bringing redemption to mankind. The five books of the Pentateuch form a thematic scheme of God's plan of redemption for the nation of Israel and for the heathen nations with their secondary themes. This thematic scheme follows the structure found in Romans 8:29-30, which is predestination, calling, justification, and glorification. (3) The Third Theme- The third theme of the Pentateuch is an imperative theme, and it is also found in the Shema, where Moses commands Israel to love YHWH their God with all of one's heart, mind, and strength ( Deuteronomy 6:5). 

The book of Leviticus offers a three-fold thematic scheme that supports the central claim of the Pentateuch, the claim found in Deuteronomy 6:4 and known to the Jews as "the Shema," a verse that declares the God of Israel is one, true and living God, a theme that undergirds all five books of the Pentateuch. Thus, the foundational theme of Leviticus is the central claim of the Pentateuch, a theme shared by all five books in this division of the Holy Scriptures. The book of Leviticus carries a secondary theme that emphasizes divine service. After the Lord gave Israel the Mosaic Law and had them build the Tabernacle in order to obey the Law, He gave the tribe of Levi the divine service of ministering in the Tabernacle. The book of Leviticus has a third, imperative theme. The Levites were to offer themselves to the Lord in the divine service of the Tabernacle for perpetual generations as a part of Israel's redemption.

A. Primary Theme (Foundational): The Lord is the One, True God- The foundational, underlying theme of the book of Leviticus is the central claim of the Pentateuch, a claim which states that the God of Israel is the one true and holy God, who is orchestrating a plan of redemption for mankind. The central claim of the Pentateuch supports the underlying theme of the Old Testament itself, which is the theme of God the Father's foreknowledge and divine election to redeem mankind through predestination, calling, justification, and redemption ( Romans 8:29-30). 

The Primary Theme of Leviticus - The book of Leviticus reflects the primary theme of the Pentateuch as the Lord demonstrates His omnipotence and redemptive nature. He brings mankind back into fellowship with Himself through the ministry of the Tabernacle.

B. Secondary Theme (Structural): Divine Service - The Levites were Chosen to Divine Service in the Tabernacle - The secondary theme of the Pentateuch is the establishment of the nation of Israel by God's foreknowledge and divine election as His chosen method of bringing redemption to mankind. It is this holy nation that will give birth to the Messiah who will again restore righteousness upon the earth. We can easily see the secondary theme of the Pentateuch by examining the secondary themes of the five books of the Pentateuch, which testify of predestination, calling, justification, indoctrination, divine service, perseverance, and glorification. The book of Leviticus carries one of the secondary themes that make up the structure of the Pentateuch, that of divine service. 

The Secondary Theme of the Individual Books of the Pentateuch- The secondary theme of the first part of the book of Genesis is the predestination of mankind to take dominion upon the earth, and theme of the second part is the origin of the nation of Israel, God's seed of righteousness, which He plans to use to accomplish the redemption of mankind. God will use several men who fulfilled their divine destinies to create the nation of Israel. These patriarchs, Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, will play leading roles in preparing for the establishment of this nation in much the same way the Gospels and the book of Acts reveals the origin of the Church and how men like Jesus Christ, Peter, Stephen, Philip the evangelist and Paul the apostle played leading roles in the establishment of the early Church. Thus, the book of Genesis is structured around the genealogies of these men of righteousness in order to explain its theme of the lineage of the nation of Israel. As the first part of the book of Exodus emphasizes deliverance, so do the Gospels testify of our redemption and set us apart from the world. As the last part of the book of Exodus emphasizes the doctrines of the nation of Israel, so to the Pauline Epistles establish Church doctrine. As the book of Leviticus establishes the order of worship for the Israelites, so does the Pastoral Epistles establish Church order. As the book of Numbers explains the perseverance of the "church" in the wilderness, so do the Catholic Epistles of Hebrews , James and 1Peter explain the perseverance of the Church. As the book of Deuteronomy is the second giving of the Law with stern warnings to persevere, so do the Catholic Epistles of 2Peter, 1, 2, 3John and Jude emphasize this same theme. Finally, the story of the conquest of Canaan in the book of Joshua is figurative of the Church entering into Heaven, as is emphasized in the book of Revelation. Note that we find two verses in the New Testament that allow us to look at the Old Testament in a figurative way of the Christian life.

Romans 15:4, "For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope."

1 Corinthians 10:11, "Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come."

The Secondary Theme of Leviticus: Divine Service- After the Lord gave Israel the Mosaic Law and had them build the Tabernacle in order to obey the Law, He chose the tribe of Levi for the divine service of ministering in the Tabernacle.

C. Third Theme (Imperative): The Levites Were to Serve in the Tabernacle as a Part of Israel's Redemption- The Levites were to offer themselves to the Lord in the divine service of the Tabernacle for perpetual generations as a part of Israel's redemption. This theme reflects the third theme of the Pentateuch, which is the command to love the Lord God with all of one's heart, mind, and strength.

IX. Literary Structure
The book of Leviticus is primarily made up of Levitical codes that the children of Israel were to implement into their religious worship system. There will be laws, or codes, concerning sacrificial offerings ( Leviticus 1:1 to Leviticus 7:38), rituals of consecration for the priests ( Leviticus 8:1-36) and the people ( Leviticus 9:1-24), dietary laws ( Leviticus 11:1-47), purification laws ( Leviticus 12:1 to Leviticus 15:33), the Day of Atonement ( Leviticus 16:1-34), and the lengthy commonly passage called the Holiness Code ( Leviticus 17:1 to Leviticus 27:34).

It is possible to see the three-fold nature of man reflected in the Levitical codes, whose purpose was to sanctify the whole Prayer of Manasseh , spirit, body, and soul. The laws concerning sacrificial offerings and the consecration of the priests and the people reflect the dedication and sanctification of a person's heart towards the Lord ( Leviticus 1:1 to Leviticus 10:20). The dietary and purification laws reflect the sanctification of a person's body towards the Lord ( Leviticus 11:1 to Leviticus 15:33). The Day of Atonement and Holiness Code reflect the sanctification of a person's mind towards the Lord ( Leviticus 16:1 to Leviticus 27:34).

X. Outline of Book
Here is a proposed brief outline of the book of Leviticus organized by themes:

Spiritual Sanctification
I. Laws of the Sacrificial Offerings ( Leviticus 1:1 to Leviticus 7:38) - Leviticus 1:1 to Leviticus 7:38 deals with the laws for making sixkinds of sacrificial offerings.

A. Burnt Offerings ( Leviticus 1:3-17) (All is burnt)

1. From the herd— Leviticus 1:3-9
2. From the flock— Leviticus 1:10-13
3. Birds— Leviticus 1:14-17
B. Grain Offering (Meat means cereal or meal) ( Leviticus 2:1-16) (The Priest partakes of some)

1. Unbaked— Leviticus 2:1-3
2. Baked in oven, griddled, a pan— Leviticus 2:4-10
3. Unleaven— Leviticus 2:11-12
4. Salted— Leviticus 2:13
5. Fresh grain— Leviticus 2:14-16
C. Peace Offerings ( Leviticus 3:1-17)

1. From herd— Leviticus 3:1-5
2. From Flock— Leviticus 3:6-11
3. A goat— Leviticus 3:12-17
D. Sin Offerings ( Leviticus 4:1-35) (Unintentional sins)

1. of anointed priest— Leviticus 4:3-12
2. of the whole congregation— Leviticus 4:13-21
3. of a leader— Leviticus 4:22-26
4. of the common people— Leviticus 4:27-35
E. Guilt Offerings ( Leviticus 5:1 to Leviticus 6:7)

1. how to sin— Leviticus 5:1-5
2. of flock lamb or goat— Leviticus 5:6
3. 2turtle doves or pigeons— Leviticus 5:7-10
4. 1/10 of ephah of fine flour— Leviticus 5:11
5. The Atonement— Leviticus 5:12-13
F. Trespass Offerings ( Leviticus 5:14 to Leviticus 6:7)

1. Against the Lord— Leviticus 5:14-19
2. Against Man— Leviticus 6:1-7
G. Additional regulations for the five offerings ( Leviticus 6:8 to Leviticus 7:38)

1. Burnt Offering — Leviticus 6:8-13 

2. Cereal Offering — Leviticus 6:14-18 

3. Sin Offering — Leviticus 6:24-30 

4. Guilt Offering — Leviticus 7:1-10 

5. Peace Offering — Leviticus 7:11-21 

6. Regulations on Blood/Fat — Leviticus 7:22-27
7. The Portions for the Priests — Leviticus 7:28-36
8. Summary — Leviticus 7:37-38
II. The Consecration of the Priests, the Temple and its Articles ( Leviticus 8:1-36)

III. The Consecration of the People ( Leviticus 9:1-24)

IV. The Punishment of Nadab and Abihu For Violating Temple Regulations ( Leviticus 10:1-20)

Physical Sanctification
V. Dietary Laws ( Leviticus 11:1-47)

VI. Laws of Purification ( Leviticus 12:1 to Leviticus 15:33)

A. Consecration After Childbirth ( Leviticus 12:1-8)

B. The Law of the Leper & His Cleansing ( Leviticus 13:1 to Leviticus 14:57)

C. The Law of Unclean Discharge ( Leviticus 15:1-33)

Mental Sanctification
VII. The Day of Atonement ( Leviticus 16:1-34)

VIII. The Holiness Code ( Leviticus 17:1 to Leviticus 27:34) - The final chapters of Leviticus are commonly referred to as "The Holiness Code."

A. Laws Concerning Blood ( Leviticus 17:1-16)

B. Laws Concerning Sexual Sins ( Leviticus 18:1-30) 

1. Intro: Charge to Keep Commandments— Leviticus 18:1-5
2. Sin of Incest— Leviticus 18:6-18
3. Sin of Laying with woman in uncleanness— Leviticus 18:19
4. Sin of Adultery— Leviticus 18:20
5. Sin of Child Sacrificing— Leviticus 18:21
6. Sin of Homosexuality— Leviticus 18:22
7. Sin of Bestiality— Leviticus 18:23
8. Conclusion: God's Warning of Judgment — Leviticus 18:24-30
C. Laws Concerning Witchcraft and Sexual Immorality ( Leviticus 19:1 to Leviticus 20:27)

D. Priestly Codes ( Leviticus 21:1 to Leviticus 22:33)

E. The Jewish Feasts ( Leviticus 23:1-44)

1. Introduction— Leviticus 23:1-2
2. The Sabbath— Leviticus 23:3
3. The Passover— Leviticus 23:4-8
4. The Feast of Firstfruits— Leviticus 23:9-14
5. The Feast of Weeks— Leviticus 23:15-22
6. The Feast of Trumpets— Leviticus 23:23-25
7. The Day of Atonement— Leviticus 23:26-32
8. The Feast of Tabernacles— Leviticus 23:33-43
9. Conclusion— Leviticus 23:44
F. The Tabernacle Lamps and Shewbread ( Leviticus 24:1-9)

G. Laws Concerning Blasphemy ( Leviticus 24:10-23)

H. The Sabbath and Year of Jubilee ( Leviticus 25:1-22)

I. The Law of Redemption of Property ( Leviticus 25:23-38)

J. The Law Concerning Slavery ( Leviticus 25:39-55)

K. The Law of Blessings and Curses ( Leviticus 26:1-46)

L. The Law of Dedication ( Leviticus 27:1-34)
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EXEGESIS AND COMMENTS
01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-17 

The Burnt Offering- Numbers 1:1-17 deals with the burnt offering. The burnt offering was the only offering where the entire sacrifice was consumed. This is symbolic of man"s initial need to be born again, entirely cleansed. It made atonement for sins ( Leviticus 1:4). This was also called a "whole burnt offering." The sprinkling of the blood ( Leviticus 1:5) symbolized the necessity of the shedding of blood for sins, which is ultimately found in the offering of the blood of Jesus Christ for the sins of mankind. 

Leviticus 17:11, "For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul."

Hebrews 9:22, "And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission."

Leviticus 1:3 If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD.
Leviticus 1:3 — "let him offer a male without blemish" - Comments- The phrase "without blemish" means that a person was to give his best offering unto the Lord. Since Jesus Christ was a sacrificial offering, sinless and without blemish, it reveals the fact that God gave His best, His only Son.

Leviticus 1:3 — Comments- Throughout the book of Leviticus , the male sheep or goat which is without blemish is taken from the herd. This animal has to be examined by the priest before it is received as an acceptable sacrifice. Note that the priest does not examine the person giving the sacrifice, for he would be found with guilt and blemish, since he had need to bring the sacrifice because of his sins. In a similar way, God accepts Jesus as the perfect sacrifice for our sins, so He accepts our prayers and offerings even though we have weaknesses and failures.

Leviticus 1:17 And he shall cleave it with the wings thereof, but shall not divide it asunder: and the priest shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood that is upon the fire: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.
Leviticus 1:17 — "he shall cleave it with the wings thereof, but shall not divide it asunder" - Comments- We see a similar type of sacrifice when Abraham he divided the sacrifice and entered into a covenant with God. This sacrifice establishes and confirms the covenant that an individual makes with God, although God has already established His covenant with the nation of Israel. Now, each Israelite who offers this sacrifice can enter into this covenant by faith, knowing that as he is obedient to the Mosaic Law and Levitical priesthood, and system of offering sacrifices, the blessings of God will flow into his particular life.

Genesis 15:10, "And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not."

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-16 

Leviticus 2:2 And he shall bring it to Aaron"s sons the priests: and he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial of it upon the altar, to be an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD:
Leviticus 2:2 — Comments- The priest takes a handful of this grain offering, called the memorial portion ( Leviticus 2:9) and sacrifices it on the brazen altar. The priest is able to keep the remaining portion of the sacrifice for himself. Note that the size of this offering is not mentioned in the Law. This is because God allowed each person to give according to his own measure of faith. 

Leviticus 2:13 And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt.
Leviticus 2:13 — "with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt" - Comments- Salt represented fire, and fire represents judgment ( Mark 9:49).

Mark 9:49, "For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt."

03 Chapter 3 
04 Chapter 4 
05 Chapter 5 

06 Chapter 6 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-38 

Leviticus 7:13 Besides the cakes, he shall offer for his offering leavened bread with the sacrifice of thanksgiving of his peace offerings.
Leviticus 7:13 — "the sacrifice of thanksgiving" - Comments- The first time that my wife and I gave a thanksgiving offering together was when Victoria, our second child, was 5 weeks old. The delivery went so well and our child was so healthy that we were telling others how much the Lord had done. On the fifth Sunday after her birth, Menchu told me that the Lord had laid on her heart to give a thanksgiving offering. I did it gladly that Sunday morning as we gave in faith together.

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-36 

Leviticus 8:8 And he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the breastplate the Urim and the Thummim.
Leviticus 8:8 — Word Study on "the Urim and Thummim" - The Hebrew word "urim" (H 224) literally means "lights," or "revelation." The Hebrew word "thummim" (H 8550) literally means "perfection," or "truth." 

Leviticus 8:8 — Comments- The Urim and Thummim were stones kept in a pouch on the high-priest's breastplate, used in determining God"s decision in certain questions and issues. Adam Clarke cites the Latin poet Ovid, who writes of just such a casting of stones. In the ancient custom of casting lots, two stones of black and white were used in casting a vote. The white stone was a symbol of good fortune or of innocence while the black stone symbolized bad luck or guilt. 

"It was the custom in ancient times to use white and black pebbles, the black for condemning prisoners and the white for freeing them from the charge. At this time also the fatal vote was taken in this way; and every pebble that was dropped into the pitiless urn was black! But when the urn was turned and the pebbles poured out for counting, the colour of them all was changed from black to white; and Song of Solomon , by the will of Hercules, the vote was made favourable, and Alemon"s son was freed." (Metamorphoses 1541) 15]

15] Ovid, Metamorphoses, vol 2, trans. Frank J. Miller, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann Ltd, 1958), 367-368. See Adam Clarke, Revelation , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Revelation 2:17.

Listed are all uses of the Urim and Thummim in the Holy Bible:

Exodus 28:30, "And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall be upon Aaron"s heart, when he goeth in before the LORD: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD continually."

Leviticus 8:8, "And he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the

breastplate the Urim and the Thummim."

Numbers 27:21, "And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment of Urim before the LORD: at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall come in, both Hebrews , and all the children of Israel with him, even all the congregation."

Deuteronomy 33:8, "And of Levi he said, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one, whom thou didst prove at Massah, and with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah;"

1 Samuel 28:6, "And when Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets."

Ezra 2:63, "And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there stood up a priest with Urim and with Thummim."

Nehemiah 7:65, "And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there stood up a priest with Urim and Thummim."

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-24 

Leviticus 9:24 And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces.
Leviticus 9:24 — Comments- Leviticus 9:24 describes the fire from Heaven that fell and consumed the sacrifice at the dedication of the Tabernacle in the Wilderness. This is not the only account in Scriptures of the fire consuming a sacrifice. The angel accepted the sacrifice of Manoah, the father of Samson by consuming it with fire. 

Judges 13:19, "So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel did wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on. For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground."

A fire from heaven consumed the sacrifice of King David at the threshing floor of Ornan.

1 Chronicles 21:26, "And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD and he answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering."

A fire also came from heaven and consumed the sacrifice of King Solomon at the dedication of the temple.

2 Chronicles 7:1, "Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the house."

Fire also consumed the sacrifice of Elijah on Mount Carmel ( 1 Kings 18:38), at which time the people reacted the same way they did in Leviticus 9:24, by falling on their faces and shouting ( 1 Kings 18:39).

1 Kings 18:38, "Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench."

1 Kings 18:39, "And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God."

In addition, during the time of Moses, God consumed the children of Israel with fire as a form of judgment ( Numbers 11:1-2; Numbers 16:35). 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-20 

Leviticus 10:1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not.
Leviticus 10:1 — Comments - The offering of Nadab and Abihu had not been commanded by God, and for this reason it was called "strange fire." The offense occurred over the procedures of offering the morning and evening offering on the altar of incense, which was before the mercy seat. The procedures for building and using the altar of incense are recorded in Exodus 30:1-10. It is interesting to note that the only warning passage in the description of the articles of the Tabernacle ( Exodus 25-30) is made in Exodus 30:9 regarding the procedure of the altar of incense, in which God warns Moses not to offer strange incense, or any burnt offerings, meat offerings or drink offerings upon this altar.

Exodus 30:9, "Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor meat offering; neither shall ye pour drink offering thereon."

Because the biblical text is not more specific about the offense of Nadab and Abihu, scholars debate over the details of this offering. There are a number of possibilities suggested by Jewish tradition that are carried into modern biblical scholarship. 

(1) Drunkenness- Leviticus 10:8-9 implies that Nadab and Abihu may have been drunk when they offered strange fire on the altar of incense, having feasted on the peace offerings and wave offerings and drink offerings made that day. This view is mentioned by the medieval French rabbi Rashi (A.D 1040-1105). 16]

16] In his commentary on Leviticus 10:2, Jarchi [Rashi] says, "Rabbi Ishmael says: [They died because] they had entered the sanctuary after having drunk wine. The proof is that after their death, [Scripture] admonished the survivors that they may not enter the sanctuary after having drunk wine." See Rashi, Commentary on the Tanakh, in The Judaica Press Complete Tanach (Judaica Press, 1998) [on-line]; accessed 25 November 2010; available from http://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16508/showrashi/true; Internet, comments on Leviticus 10:2.

Leviticus 10:8-9, "And the LORD spake unto Aaron, saying, Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations:"

(2) A Violation of Levitical Procedures- Leviticus 16:2 suggests that they made the offering on the altar of incense in violation of the Levitical procedures that God had given to Moses, such as the wrong time of day. This view is mentioned by the medieval French rabbi Rashi (A.D 1040-1105). 17]

17] In his commentary on Leviticus 10:2, Jarchi [Rashi] says, "Rabbi Eliezer says: Aaron's sons died only because they rendered halachi decisions [interpretations of the Law] in the presence of Moses, their teacher." See Rashi, Commentary on the Tanakh, in The Judaica Press Complete Tanach (Judaica Press, 1998) [on-line]; accessed 25 November 2010; available from http://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16508/showrashi/true; Internet, comments on Leviticus 10:2.

Leviticus 16:2, "And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat."

(3) Wrong Source of Coals- In Leviticus 16:12-13 the Lord told Moses that the burning coals for the censer must be taken from the burnt altar. Perhaps Nadab and Abihu took "strange fire" from a source other than the burnt altar, which had just been ignited by fire from the Lord in Leviticus 9:24. This view is mentioned in The Targum of Jonathan. 18]

18] The Targum of Jonathan reads, "But the sons of Aharon, Nadab and Abihu, took each man his censer, and put fire therein, and laid sweet incense upon it, and offered before the Lord strange fire taken from (under) the hearth-pots, which had not been commanded them. [Jerusalem. Outside fire.] And a flame of fire came out from before the Lord (as) with anger, and divided itself into four streams, (or lines,) and penetrated their nostrils, and burned their lives (souls) without destroying their bodies; and they died before the Lord." See J. W. Etheridge, The Targums of Onkelos and Jonathan ben Uzziel on the Pentateuch; with the Fragments of the Jerusalem Targum: from the Chaldee (London: Longman, Green, Longman, Roberts, and Green, 1865), 173.

Leviticus 16:12-13, "And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the LORD, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the vail: And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not:"

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-47 

Leviticus 11:1-47 — Dietary Laws (Clean and Unclean Meats) ( Deuteronomy 14:3-21) - In Leviticus 11:1-47 God gives the children of Israel dietary laws in order for them to walk in divine health. In Genesis 1:29 God gave to mankind the plants as their initial food. However, after the flood the Lord allowed man to eat animals ( Genesis 9:3-4). . The Scriptures tell us that in the mouth of two or three witnesses, every matter is confirmed ( Deuteronomy 17:6; Deuteronomy 19:15, Matthew 18:16, 2 Corinthians 13:1). Thus, we have confirmation that man needs to eat meat as part of a balanced and healthy diet.

Now that God has taken them out of bondage and healed them all ( Psalm 105:37), He now teaches them how to stay healthy. This means that eating has divine rules and regulations, so that it becomes an act of worship. Even today these commandments from God regulate what Christians should eat, as Paul tells Timothy that the Word of God sanctifies what we are to eat ( 1 Timothy 4:4-5). The word "sanctifies" literally means, "to set a part as sacred." Within the context of the Scriptures, God has set apart certain dietary laws for His children to follow.

Genesis 1:29, "And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat."

Genesis 9:3-4, "Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things. But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat."

1 Timothy 4:4-5, "For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer."

Psalm 105:37, "He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes."

God is concerned about man"s health, and cleanliness. Therefore, the Scriptures reveal that our diets are a vital part of bringing us health. In this passage of Scripture God makes a distinction between clean and unclean animals. If we study this passage, we quickly see that the animals that eat plants and vegetation are considered clean while those animals that eat other animals are unclean.

a. Beasts ( Leviticus 11:3-8) - Only grass and plant eating animals are fit for consumption. No carnivorous animals are listed here.

b. Fish ( Leviticus 11:9-12) - No carnivorous animals in the waters are listed. Only fish, which eat other fish and plant-like foods are clean.

c. Birds ( Leviticus 11:13-19) - Only seed-eating birds are clean.

d. Creeping Animals ( Leviticus 11:20-23) - Only grass eaters like grasshoppers, locusts, etc. are clean.

Having a bachelor's degree in animal science, I had the opportunity to study meat science. One thing that I never forgot was the clear distinction between the cleanness of some livestock animals over others, with the pig carrying the most bacteria in its meat. The cleaner animals were those like cows who ate grass. This allows their meat to stay fresh longer in a refrigerator than the meat of pork or chicken. In summary, clean and unclean meat has the support of science.

If we refer to other Scriptures, we can gain some additional insight into the reason why animals are placed into these two groups. We know that before the Fall the animal kingdom was not carnivorous, but ate strictly from the plant kingdom. We know from Isaiah 11:6-7 that the animal kingdom will one day return to this original order when mankind is redeemed. Thus, the animals that devour one another may be those animals that fell out of their original order after the Fall in the Garden. In fact, Norvel Hayes teaches that carnivorous predators are possessed by demons and driven into such a lifestyle, but those animals that continue to eat plants are those who followed God's order for their lives. 19]

19] Norvel Hayes, "Sermon," Word of Faith Family Church, Dallas, Texas, 1989-93.

Isaiah 11:6-7, "The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox."

Leviticus 11:44-45 — Comments- Exhortation to Holiness - Peter the apostle will quote from Leviticus 11:44-45 in his first Epistle when exhorting his readers to a lifestyle of holiness. After quoting this passage in 1 Peter 1:16 he bases his exhortation upon the redemption was purchased for them in Christ Jesus ( 1 Peter 1:18-19).

1 Peter 1:15-19, "But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man"s work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:"

In a similar way Moses charges the people to sanctify themselves in Numbers 11:44 and bases this charge upon their redemption from Egypt ( Numbers 11:45), which identified them as a distinct people, the clean being separated from the unclean in order to have a purchased people unto God.

Leviticus 11:46 This is the law of the beasts, and of the fowl, and of every living creature that moveth in the waters, and of every creature that creepeth upon the earth:
Leviticus 11:47 To make a difference between the unclean and the clean, and between the beast that may be eaten and the beast that may not be eaten.
12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-8 

The Days of Separation and Purification Following Childbirth (Comments on this Passage in The Book of Jubilees) - When a woman gives birth to a male child, she is considered unclean for seven days in which she is to separate herself from social activity. When she bears a female child, her time of uncleanness is two weeks. Jewish tradition says that this period of time was based upon the fact that Adam was created during the first week of Creation while the woman was created during the second week.

"In the first week was Adam created, and the rib- his wife: in the second week He showed her unto him: and for this reason the commandment was given to keep in their defilement, for a male seven days, and for a female twice seven days." (The Book of Jubilees 38-9) 20]

20] The Book of Jubilees, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 16.

It is also interesting to read in The Book of Jubilees that Adam was not brought into the Garden of Eden until he had completed forty days in the land, and while the woman had to complete eighty days before being brought in. This may be compared to the days of purification for a male child being a total of forty days ( Leviticus 12:4) while being eighty days for the birth of a female ( Leviticus 12:5) before the woman could enter into the Sanctuary.

"And after Adam had completed forty days in the land where he had been created, we brought him into the garden of Eden to till and keep it, but his wife they brought in on the eightieth day, and after this she entered into the garden of Eden. And for this reason the commandment is written on the heavenly tablets in regard to her that gives birth: "if she bears a male, she shall remain in her uncleanness seven days according to the first week of days, and thirty and three days shall she remain in the blood of her purifying, and she shall not touch any hallowed thing, nor enter into the sanctuary, until she accomplishes these days which (are enjoined) in the case of a male child. But in the case of a female child she shall remain in her uncleanness two weeks of days, according to the first two weeks, and sixty-six days in the blood of her purification, and they will be in all eighty days." And when she had completed these eighty days we brought her into the garden of Eden, for it is holier than all the earth besides and every tree that is planted in it is holy. Therefore, there was ordained regarding her who bears a male or a female child the statute of those days that she should touch no hallowed thing, nor enter into the sanctuary until these days for the male or female child are accomplished. This is the law and testimony which was written down for Israel, in order that they should observe (it) all the days." (The Book of Jubilees 39-15) 21]

21] The Book of Jubilees, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 16.

The Days of Separation and Purification Following Childbirth (Joseph and Mary) - Notice how Joseph and Mary bring the baby Jesus to the Temple according to the Law. They gave the offering that poor people were allowed to give. This happened before the three wise men came bearing gifts to them.

The Days of Separation and Purification Following Childbirth (The Sin Offering) - Why does God judge a woman and her son for seven days after childbirth? I believe that it is as a sign that every man is born into sin. This is why a man is not circumcised until the eighth day, because he is unclean for the first seven days of his life and is not allowed into the Temple. This view is supported by the fact that the parents are to come to the Temple after the time of purification and offer a sin offering unto the Lord.

Leviticus 12:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
Leviticus 12:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and born a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean. 
Leviticus 12:3 And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. 
Leviticus 12:3 — Comments- Why did God choose the eighth day? Scientists have discovered in the twentieth century a newborn's blood does not clot well until the eighth day. However, when parents wait longer, then the pain is more intense in the child. 22] Bert Thompson explains that vitamin K and prothrombin serve to cause clotting of the blood. Vitamin K is first produced in the body during the fifth to the seventh day after birth. It is on the eighth day that the highest levels of vitamin K and prothrombin are found in the body during the life of a person. Therefore, the eighth day is the ideal day to perform circumcision since the blood clots the quickest of any day of a person's life. 23]

22] Earl D. Radmacher, Ronald B. Allen, and H. Wayne House, eds, Nelson's New Illustrated Bible Commentary (Nashville, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1999), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Leviticus 12:3.

23] Bert Thompson, Biblical Accuracy and Circumcision on the 8th Day [on-line]; accessed 19 June 2009; available from http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/2204; Internet.

Illustration- I had my son circumcised on the eighth day, and he suffered very little pain and discomfort. The only time when he cried was coming out of surgery. After nursing him in response to this cry, he never showed any visible signs of discomfort or pain again.

I had my firstborn son circumcised on the eighth day. My wife and I took him to the hospital on this eighth day where it was performed by a surgeon. I observed that it took my wife one week after childbirth before she felt like going out of the house on such an errand, and this is after she had a natural childbirth with no complications. 

Leviticus 12:4 And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days; she shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying be fulfilled. 
Leviticus 12:4 — Comments- My wife tells me that it takes about six weeks, or forty-two days, after giving birth to a child for her blood to stop flowing, which is the indication of full recovery. This is the time period in which a doctor advises the couple to abstain from intercourse. Leviticus tells us basically the same thing, by saying that her "blood of purifying" continues for seven days plus thirty-three days, or a total of forty days. We note that Leviticus tells us that this blood flow is how the body cleanses itself from potential infection while the womb closes and seals itself back.

Leviticus 12:5 But if she bear a maid child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her separation: and she shall continue in the blood of her purifying threescore and six days. 
Leviticus 12:6 And when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a Song of Solomon , or for a daughter, she shall bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon, or a turtledove, for a sin offering, unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto the priest: 
Leviticus 12:7 Who shall offer it before the LORD, and make an atonement for her; and she shall be cleansed from the issue of her blood. This is the law for her that hath born a male or a female.
Leviticus 12:8 And if she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons; the one for the burnt offering, and the other for a sin offering: and the priest shall make an atonement for her, and she shall be clean. 
Leviticus 12:8 — — Comments- Note a reference to Leviticus 12:8 in Luke 2:24 :

Luke 2:24, "And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons."

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-59 

Leviticus 13:48-59 — The Warp and the Woof - James A. Patch says, the warp refers to "the long threads fixed into the loom to form the basis of the web, and into which the woof is wrought from the shuttle, the warp and the woof lying at right angles to one another..." 24]

24] James A. Patch "Warp," and "Weaving," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008). 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-57 

Leviticus 14:1-57 — The Restoration of the Cleansed Leper - Leviticus 14:1-57 records the law of the leper in restoring him into the congregation when he is declared clean. Benny Hinn teaches that the articles used in the leper's cleansing ritual are symbolic of the redemptive work of Christ Jesus on Calvary, where our cleansing took place. He says the bird that is killed represents Christ's death, while the bird that remains alive represents His resurrection ( Leviticus 14:4-5). The blood of the bird that is killed is mixed with running water, signifying how Jesus' blood came forth from His pierced side mixed with water ( Leviticus 14:5). The earthen vessel represents the body of Christ, which contains the blood of the bird that is killed ( Leviticus 14:6). The cedar wood represents the cross where Christ suffered on Calvary. The Roman soldiers cast lots at the foot of the Cross for the scarlet robe that Jesus wore, represented in this passage by the scarlet cloth used by the priest ( Leviticus 14:6). The hyssop, used by the priest, was also used by the soldiers to offer Jesus vinegar while on the Cross ( Leviticus 14:6). The sprinkling of the blood seven times represents the seven times that Jesus' blood was shed during His Passion and Death ( Leviticus 14:7). Hinn lists the seven times Jesus shed His blood: in the Garden of Gethsemane, the crown of thorns, His beard plucked out, His scourging, His hands nailed to the Cross, His feet nailed to the Cross, and His side pierced. The sprinkling of the blood upon the leper signifies the fact that the blood of Jesus cleanses us from sin ( Leviticus 14:7). The leper shaves all of his hair and clothes, which represents a believer, who has been cleansed from his sins ( Leviticus 14:8-9). 25] On the eighth day, which represents a new beginning, the cleansed leper offers a sacrifice, representing our testimony before men ( Leviticus 14:10-13). The priest applied blood to the cleansed leper's right ear, right thumb, and right big toe, symbolizing that the blood of Jesus covers our thoughts and words, our actions, and our walk with the Lord ( Leviticus 14:14). The oil that is sprinkled before the Lord seven times, then placed on the person's right ear, right thumb, and right big toe represents the anointing of the Holy Spirit upon our minds, bodies and walk ( Leviticus 14:15-17) The oil that is poured over the head represents the anointing of the Holy Spirit that is provided to every believer ( Leviticus 14:18).

25] Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program, 19 June 2009.

Note how all of the articles used by the priest in the ceremonial cleansing of the leper are also found at the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ:

The scarlet cloth:

Matthew 27:28, "And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe."

Matthew 27:35, "And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots."

The hyssop:

John 19:29-30, "Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost."

The blood mixed with water:

John 19:34-37, "But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced."

The wood:

1 Peter 2:24, "Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed."

Leviticus 14:7 And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose into the open field.
Leviticus 14:7 — Comments- Note how the number seven is used in cleansing of Naaman the leper:

2 Kings 5:10, "And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean."

2 Kings 5:14, "Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean."

Leviticus 14:40 Then the priest shall command that they take away the stones in which the plague Isaiah , and they shall cast them into an unclean place without the city:
Leviticus 14:40 — "into an unclean place without the city" - Comments- In Jerusalem the name of this unclean place outside the city became the Valley of Hinnon. This word has its origin from the Hebrew words ( הנם גא), literally meaning "valley of Hinnon," which is the valley on the south side of Jerusalem. In the New Testament Greek, this word, translated "Gehenna," is used for the word "hell."

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-33 

Leviticus 15:19-33 — Law Concerning an Issue of Blood- Comments- In Matthew 9:18-22 a woman with an issue of blood touched the helm of Jesus' garment, and was healed. It took an act of faith for this woman to go into the public and touch Jesus.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-34 

Leviticus 16:1-34 — The Day of Atonement - Leviticus 16:1-34 discusses the laws regarding the Day of Atonement. Under the Law the Jew had to become conscience of each and every sin, so that he prepared the proper sacrifices, since each sin required a specific sacrifice. This meant that the Jews were constantly reminded of their sins. The Law even made provision on the Day of Atonement for dealing with any sins that were overlooked during the course of the year. The Law made people recognize their sinful nature so that they would look to God for redemption, since no one was able to keep the Law perfectly ( Galatians 3:24).

Galatians 3:24, "Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith."

Leviticus 16:23 And Aaron shall come into the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall put off the linen garments, which he put on when he went into the holy place, and shall leave them there:
Leviticus 16:23 — "and shall leave them there" - Comments - The ancient Jewish commentator Rashi (A.D 1040-1105) tells us that these garments were to be stored away and never worn again. He writes, "This teaches [us] that they require being stored away [forever], and he shall not use those garments for any other Yom Kippur." 26]

26] Rashi, Commentary on the Tanakh, in The Judaica Press Complete Tanach (Judaica Press, 1998) [on-line]; accessed 25 November 2010; available from http://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16508/showrashi/true; Internet, comments on Leviticus 16:23.

Leviticus 16:26 And he that let go the goat for the scapegoat shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water, and afterward come into the camp.
Leviticus 16:26 — Comments- Because the scapegoat was unclean, the men who took him into the wilderness were also unclean.

Leviticus 16:27 And the bullock for the sin offering, and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the holy place, shall one carry forth without the camp; and they shall burn in the fire their skins, and their flesh, and their dung.
Leviticus 16:27 — Comments- Note that Jesus was taken outside the city and was crucified ( Hebrews 13:10-13), which reflects the laws of the sin offering in the book of Leviticus.

Hebrews 13:10-13, "We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach."

Leviticus 16:29 And this shall be a statute for ever unto you: that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, whether it be one of your own country, or a stranger that sojourneth among you:
Leviticus 16:29 — "ye shall afflict your souls" - Comments - The description of a man afflicting his soul is found a number of times in the Old Testament ( Leviticus 16:29; Leviticus 16:31; Leviticus 23:27; Leviticus 23:29; Leviticus 23:32, Numbers 29:7; Numbers 30:13, Isaiah 58:3; Isaiah 58:5; Isaiah 58:10). It is generally understood to mean a fast, to abstain from food and drink, as described in Psalm 35:13, "But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled my soul with fasting; and my prayer returned into mine own bosom." However, John Hartley notes that use of the word ענה (affliction) rather than צום (fast) in Leviticus 16:29 implies that an individual should feel compelled to afflict himself in other ways besides fasting on the Day of Atonement, such as "wearing sackcloth, mourning, and prayer," as described in Psalm 35:13. 27]

27] John E. Hartley, Leviticus, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 4, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), notes on Leviticus 16:29-31.

Leviticus 16:34 And this shall be an everlasting statute unto you, to make an atonement for the children of Israel for all their sins once a year. And he did as the LORD commanded Moses.
Leviticus 16:34 — "And he did as the LORD commanded Moses" - Comments - That Isaiah , Aaron did as he was instructed to do regarding the Day of Atonement ( Leviticus 16:2).

Leviticus 16:2, "And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat."

17 Chapter 17 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-30 

Leviticus 18:1-30 — Sexual Sins - The topic of Leviticus 18:1-30 is sexual sins. 

	1. Intro: Charge to Keep God's Commandments 
	Leviticus 18:1-5

	2. Sin of Incest 
	Leviticus 18:6-18

	3. Sin of Lying with a woman in uncleanness 
	Leviticus 18:19

	4. Sin of adultery 
	Leviticus 18:20

	5. Sin of child sacrificing 
	Leviticus 18:21

	6. Sin of homosexuality 
	Leviticus 18:22

	7. Sin of bestiality 
	Leviticus 18:23

	8. Conclusion: God's Warning of Judgment 
	Leviticus 18:24-30


This passage of Scripture also deals with the issue of nakedness and commands the children of Israel not to expose their nakedness as do the Gentiles around them. We know that in the original order of creation all of God's creatures, including Adam and Eve, were naked and were not ashamed. But when Adam and Eve fell, He gave them alone the awareness of their nakedness and it is for this reason that all of mankind must cover their shame. But to the animals God did not give this awareness of nakedness and they continue in their nakedness until now. 

Leviticus 18:5 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD.
Leviticus 18:5 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Note a New Testament reference to Leviticus 18:5 in the following verses:

Romans 10:5, "For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them."

Galatians 3:12, "And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them."

These reference verses tell us that a man who practices the Law would have to find justification before God by fulfilling these laws. This is what is meant by the phrase "if a man do, he shall live (or be justified) by doing them." Unfortunately, if man fails and breaks just one law, he might as well have broken them all, because he becomes guilty before God as if he had broken all; for, this is what James meant in his epistle when he wrote, "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all." ( Leviticus 2:10) Knowing man's sinful nature, the Lord intended the Law to be our "schoolmaster" as a tool to lead us to Christ, as man realized his sinful nature while living under the Law.

Leviticus 18:6 None of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to him, to uncover their nakedness: I am the LORD.
Leviticus 18:6 — "to uncover their nakedness" - Comments- This is a term referring to sexual intercourse, here with relatives. 

Leviticus 18:8 The nakedness of thy father"s wife shalt thou not uncover: it is thy father"s nakedness.
Leviticus 18:8 — Comments- Note an example of this sin in 1 Corinthians 5:1, "It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father"s wife."

Leviticus 18:23 Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion.
Leviticus 18:23 — Comments- Confusion is produced when something is out of order, while peace is the product of order in one's life. We find examples of such confusion in the Old Testament Law. It tells us that when a man or woman lies with a beast ( Leviticus 18:23), that it is confusion; or, when a man lies with his daughter-in-law ( Leviticus 20:12), he has brought confusion. This is because such immoral acts are out of order in a god-fearing society. We also see confusion in the New Testament Church when public worship is out of order ( 1 Corinthians 14:33).

Leviticus 20:12, "And if a man lie with his daughter in law, both of them shall surely be put to death: they have wrought confusion; their blood shall be upon them."

1 Corinthians 14:33, "For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints."

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-37 

Leviticus 19:2 Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am holy.
Leviticus 19:2 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Leviticus 19:2 is quoted in 1 Peter 1:16.

1 Peter 1:15-16, "But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy."

Scripture References - Note a similar verse:

Hebrews 12:14, "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord."

Leviticus 19:12 And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD. 
Leviticus 19:12 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Leviticus 19:12 is referred to in Matthew 5:33.

Matthew 5:33, "Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths:"

Leviticus 19:15 Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honour the person of the mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbour.
Leviticus 19:15 — Comments- James 2:1-13 deals with this same topic.

Leviticus 19:16 Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour: I am the LORD. 
Leviticus 19:16 — Word Study on "a talebearer" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( רָכִיל) (H 7400) means, "slander, carry tales, talebearer." He believes it comes from the primitive root ( רָכַל) (H 7402), which means, "to go about". Note other verses in the Scriptures which use this same Hebrew word:

Proverbs 11:13, "A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter."

Proverbs 20:19, "He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips."

Jeremiah 6:28, "They are all grievous revolters, walking with slanders: they are brass and iron; they are all corrupters."

Jeremiah 9:4, "Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in any brother: for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbour will walk with slanders."

Ezekiel 22:9, "In thee are men that carry tales to shed blood: and in thee they eat upon the mountains: in the midst of thee they commit lewdness."

Leviticus 19:18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD.
Leviticus 19:18 — "but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself" - Comments (1) - With nine New Testament references for Leviticus 19:18, it is the most quoted passage in the New Testament. Why is this so? Perhaps the answer is found in James 2:8, where this Old Testament passage is called the Royal Law. It means that this verse was very popular with Jewish scholars such that it was given a title. Note the many New Testament references:

Matthew 5:43, "Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy."

Matthew 19:18-19, "He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."

Matthew 22:37-40, "Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets."

Mark 12:29-33, "And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments Isaiah , Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he: And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices."

Luke 10:27, "And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself."

Romans 13:8, "Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."

Galatians 5:14, "For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."

James 2:8, "If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well:"

Similar to the Royal Law is the Golden Rule of Matthew 7:12.

Matthew 7:12, "Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets."

Comments (2) - Note these insightful words from Sadhu Sundar Singh regarding the meaning of this phrase.

"This also I have said, ‘Love thy neighbour as thyself.' Now although in a sense all men are neighbours one of another, yet the reference is especially to those who habitually live near each other, for it is an easy matter to live at peace with one who is near at hand for a few days only, even though he be unfriendly; but in the case of one who has his dwelling near you, and day by day is the cause of trouble to you, it is most difficult to bear with him, and love him as yourself. But when you have conquered in this great struggle it will be more easy to love all others as yourself." 28]

28] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "I The Manifestation of God's Presence," section 2, part 4.

Leviticus 19:19 Ye shall keep my statutes. Thou shalt not let thy cattle gender with a diverse kind: thou shalt not sow thy field with mingled seed: neither shall a garment mingled of linen and woollen come upon thee.
Leviticus 19:19 — "Thou shalt not let thy cattle gender with a diverse kind" - Comments- The phrase, "Thou shalt not let thy cattle gender with a diverse kind," is a prohibition against intermixing different species of animals. 

Leviticus 19:32 Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old Prayer of Manasseh , and fear thy God: I am the LORD.
Leviticus 19:32 — Comments- Show respect to the elderly by rising in their presence and give them honour with words and actions. This is our way of demonstrating the fear of God that is in our hearts. The phrase "I am the Lord" means that we worship and honour the God of Israel when we honour the elderly ( Matthew 25:40). In other words, Israel was fulfilling its side of the divine covenant when honouring the elderly. The younger generations are reaping blessings (and the problems) that were sown by the older generation, so there is a reason to honour them.

Matthew 25:40, ‘And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."

Leviticus 19:34 But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.
Leviticus 19:34 — Comments- The phrase "I am the Lord your God" reminds the Israelites that they are in covenant with Him. Part of the way they fulfil their part of the covenant blessings is by loving the stranger ( Matthew 25:40).

Matthew 25:40, ‘And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-27 

Leviticus 20:12 And if a man lie with his daughter in law, both of them shall surely be put to death: they have wrought confusion; their blood shall be upon them.
Leviticus 20:12 — Comments- Confusion is produced when something is out of order, while peace is the product of order in one's life. We find examples of such confusion in the Old Testament Law. It tells us that when a man or woman lies with a beast ( Leviticus 18:23), that it is confusion; or, when a man lies with his daughter-in-law ( Leviticus 20:12), he has brought confusion. This is because such immoral acts are out of order in a god-fearing society. We also see confusion in the New Testament Church when public worship is out of order ( 1 Corinthians 14:33).

Leviticus 18:23, "Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion."

1 Corinthians 14:33, "For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints."

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-33 

Leviticus 21:1 to Leviticus 22:33 — Priestly Codes - Leviticus 21:1 to Leviticus 22:33 gives priestly codes that deal with the issue of avoiding defilement. In order to carry out the duties of a priest, he must live a life of separation from activities that defile him. Such defilement would eliminate him from priestly duties.

Leviticus 21:1 And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto the priests the sons of Aaron, and say unto them, There shall none be defiled for the dead among his people:
Leviticus 21:1 — "There shall none be defiled for the dead among his people" - Comments- Contact with a dead body, and even going into the presence of a dead body, caused defilement for the Jews ( Numbers 19:11; Numbers 19:14).

Numbers 19:11, "He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven days."

Numbers 19:14, "This is the law, when a man dieth in a tent: all that come into the tent, and all that is in the tent, shall be unclean seven days."

Leviticus 21:5 They shall not make baldness upon their head, neither shall they shave off the corner of their beard, nor make any cuttings in their flesh.
Leviticus 21:5 — Comments- The priests were not to mourn as others mourn, by shaving the head and beards, and cutting the flesh ( Leviticus 19:28). These were common practices among the heathen. He was to have control over his emotions. By faith in the blessed resurrection, he was not to mourn as the world, which has not hope ( 1 Thessalonians 4:13).

Leviticus 19:28, "Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I am the LORD."

1 Thessalonians 4:13, "But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope."

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-33 

Leviticus 22:28 And whether it be cow or ewe, ye shall not kill it and her young both in one day.
Leviticus 22:28 — Comments- It is interesting to note the reading of the Pseudo-Jonathan Targum in Leviticus 22:28. After the verse is added the words, "As our Father is merciful in heaven, so be ye merciful on earth." Therefore, the Jews saw mercy as the basis of this divine statute. F. F. Bruce notes the possibility that Luke may have borrowed this wording in Luke 6:36 when writing his Gospel. After all, Targum was often read along with the Hebrew Scriptures in the synagogues, thus making this phrase well-known. 29]

29] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 138.

Luke 6:36, "Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful."

Leviticus 22:29 And when ye will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving unto the LORD, offer it at your own will.
Leviticus 22:29 — Illustration - In February 2000, we had our second child. The delivery was so easy, with less than two hours of labour pains. There were no complications. It was a natural birth. We delivered the child in Uganda, East Africa, with no facilities to handle complications. A few days after the delivery, Menchu said that the Lord laid on her heart that we should give an offering beyond out tithe, out of thanksgiving for this wonderful birth. This is a thanksgiving offering.

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-44 

Leviticus 23:9-14 — The Feast of Firstfruits - Leviticus 23:9-14 is about the feast of harvest, when the children of Israel bring in the firstfruits of the harvest.

Exodus 23:16, "And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field."

Exodus 34:22, "And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the year"s end."

Illustration- As a manager of a Christian television station in Uganda, I have grown fruit trees in the compound. When the jackfruit trees bear their first fruit, the staff automatically brings to me the first of this fruit. I did not ask them. They just know that I represent the authority over this company, and they know to give me an offering out of respect. I respond by telling them that they are welcome to the rest of the fruit on this tree. Even occasionally bring me other jackfruit during the season out of thanksgiving for me giving them the fruit of the tree.

Leviticus 23:27 Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD.
Leviticus 23:27 — "ye shall afflict your souls" - Comments - The phrase "you shall afflict your souls" is found a number of times in the Old Testament ( Leviticus 16:29; Leviticus 16:31; Leviticus 23:27; Leviticus 23:29; Leviticus 23:32, Numbers 29:7, Isaiah 58:3; Isaiah 58:5; Isaiah 58:10). It is generally understood to mean a fast, to abstain from food and drink, as described in Psalm 35:13, "But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled my soul with fasting; and my prayer returned into mine own bosom." However, John Hartley notes that use of the word ענה (affliction) rather than צום (fast) implies that an individual should feel compelled to afflict himself in other ways as well as fasting, such as "wearing sackcloth, mourning, and prayer," as described in Psalm 35:13. 30]

30] John E. Hartley, Leviticus, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 4, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), notes on Leviticus 16:29-31.

Leviticus 23:29 For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off from among his people.
Leviticus 23:29 — "he shall be cut off from among his people" - Comments- Note how the phrase "he shall be cut off from among his people" is used in the New Testament ( Acts 3:23).

Acts 3:23, "And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people."

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-23 

Leviticus 24:14 Bring forth him that hath cursed without the camp; and let all that heard him lay their hands upon his head, and let all the congregation stone him.
Leviticus 24:14 — Comments- According to the Mosaic Law a person was set apart for God"s wrath and judgment by the laying on of the witnesses' hands ( Deuteronomy 17:4-7), as opposed to being set apart for God"s service, as was Paul and Barnabas in Acts 13.

Deuteronomy 17:4-7, "And it be told thee, and thou hast heard of it, and enquired diligently, and, behold, it be true, and the thing certain, that such abomination is wrought in Israel:Then shalt thou bring forth that man or that woman, which have committed that wicked thing, unto thy gates, even that man or that woman, and shalt stone them with stones, till they die. At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death. The hands of the witnesses shall be first upon him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of all the people. So thou shalt put the evil away from among you."

Leviticus 24:20 Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a Prayer of Manasseh , so shall it be done to him again. 
Leviticus 24:20 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Note that the phrase "eye for eye, tooth for tooth" ( Leviticus 24:20) is quoted in Matthew 5:38, "Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:"

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-7 

The Sabbath Year (Its Purpose) - Leviticus 25:1-7 discusses the Sabbath year, and the year of Jubilee, both based on seven-year cycles. The Sabbath year was intended to give man rest, both physically and mentally so that he could be renewed and refreshed spiritually. This seventh year also served to break up man's daily routines so that he does not get into a lifetime rut in his behaviour and lifestyle; but rather, he is able to enter a new season of live with a new, fresh attitude. We still need such renewals in our lives today. We need a change in direction and daily routines. Otherwise, life becomes boring. Any industrious person knows that life becomes increasingly busy as the months and years go by. We tend to take on more work projects than we can complete. It has been my experience that after staying on a job at least seven years I become weary from the routine and increased responsibility. The Sabbath year gives us a rest from our pursuits so that we can Revelation -evaluate our priorities.

Leviticus 25:1-7 — The Sabbath Year (The Cycles of Nature) - It is interesting to note that as scientists discover more of the miracles of nature and science, they find that many events in nature revolve around seven-year cycles. For example, many animal populations grow and decrease on seven-year cycles. In Scripture, we see that the weather follows seven-year cycles in the time of Joseph in Egypt. 

Genesis 41:29-30, "Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt: And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land;"

The famine in Elijah"s time was three and a half years, exactly half of this cycle. 

James 5:17, "Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months."

A famine in the time of Elisha was on this seven-year cycle.

2 Kings 8:1, "Then spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he had restored to life, saying, Arise, and go thou and thine household, and sojourn wheresoever thou canst sojourn: for the LORD hath called for a famine; and it shall also come upon the land seven years."

David chose between seven years of famine, or another type of divine judgement.

2 Samuel 24:13, "So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there be three days" pestilence in thy land? now advise, and see what answer I shall return to him that sent me."

In fact, God created this earth in six days, and rested on the seventh. This is an indication that all of creation is based on a cycle of seven. Therefore, the Sabbath year and year of Jubilee fit into God"s seven-year cycles that He placed within His creation.



Verses 8-55 

The Year of Jubilee - Leviticus 25:8-55 teaches the children of Israel about observing the year of Jubilee.

Leviticus 25:39-40 — Comments - The Hired Servant- We, as servants of Jesus, are bondservants, and not hired servants.

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-46 

Leviticus 26:1-46 — The Law of Blessings and Curses- Numbers 26:1-46 discusses the law of blessings and curses. This passage is similar to Deuteronomy 28, in that they both list the blessings and the curses.

Note how this passage on divine judgment mentions that God will judge His people seven times for their sins ( Leviticus 26:18; Leviticus 26:21; Leviticus 26:24; Leviticus 26:28). This seven-fold judgment is found throughout the Holy Scriptures.

Genesis 4:15, "And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him."

Leviticus 4:6, "And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood seven times before the LORD, before the vail of the sanctuary."

Deuteronomy 28:25, "The LORD shall cause thee to be smitten before thine enemies: thou shalt go out one way against them, and flee seven ways before them: and shalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth."

Psalm 79:12, "And render unto our neighbours sevenfold into their bosom their reproach, wherewith they have reproached thee, O Lord."

Daniel 3:19, "Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated."

Also, seven of Saul"s sons died for the sins of one man:

2 Samuel 21:6, "Let seven men of his sons be delivered unto us, and we will hang them up unto the LORD in Gibeah of Saul, whom the LORD did choose. And the king said, I will give them."

In the New Testament, Jesus said that a man who backslides would have seven more demons enter him after being delivered from one demon.

Matthew 12:45, "Then goeth Hebrews , and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation."

Peter sought an answer from Jesus for forgiveness, in the place of judgment. Peter suggested seven times:

Matthew 18:21-22, "Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven."

God uses seven years to judge nations and kings of major sins: 

Genesis 41:30, "And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land;"

2 Samuel 24:13, "So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there be three days" pestilence in thy land? now advise, and see what answer I shall return to him that sent me."

King Nebuchadnezzar was judged for seven years:

Daniel 4:16, "Let his heart be changed from man"s, and let a beast"s heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him."

God uses seven days to judge individuals of minor sins and uncleanness in the Scriptures. 

Leviticus 12:2, "Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and born a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean."

Leviticus 15:24, "And if any man lie with her at all, and her flowers be upon him, he shall be unclean seven days; and all the bed whereon he lieth shall be unclean."

God"s judgment on the earth in the book of Revelation comes in sevens:

Revelation 15:8, "And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled."

Therefore, the children of Israel always recognized divine judgment when it came in a period of seven years.

Leviticus 26:12 And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people.
Leviticus 26:12 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament- Numbers 26:12 is mentioned in 2 Corinthians 6:16, "And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people."

Leviticus 26:26 And when I have broken the staff of your bread, ten women shall bake your bread in one oven, and they shall deliver you your bread again by weight: and ye shall eat, and not be satisfied.
Leviticus 26:26 — "and ye shall eat, and not be satisfied" - Comments- Maureen Kennedy Salaman, a well-known author on health issues today, says that when the Sabbath Rest is not given to the land, the minerals will eventually become depleted from the soil. Therefore, the crops that are grown in this type of soil lack the proper minerals for good health. When we eat such foods, our bodies digest the meal, but our hunger is not satisfied because the body is still craving the proper minerals and vitamins. Therefore, we may eat, but not be satisfied, as this verse describes. 31]

31] Maureen Kennedy Salaman, interviewed by Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program. Refer to her book All Your Health Questions Answered Naturally (Mountain View, California: Bay to Bay Distribution, 1998)

Note the content of this chapter, which begins by saying that the children of Israel are to keep the Lord's Sabbaths so that the land will yield its increase.

Leviticus 26:2-4, "Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD. If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them; Then I will give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit."

God will use His judgment to bring about the Sabbath rest for the land.

Leviticus 26:34-35, "Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your enemies" land; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy her sabbaths. As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest in your sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it."

Leviticus 26:29 And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat.
Leviticus 26:29 — Comments- This same judgment is prophesied forty years later by Moses in the book of Deuteronomy.

Deuteronomy 28:53, "And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters, which the LORD thy God hath given thee, in the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee:"

This prophecy came to pass years later during the siege of Samaria when Ben-Hadad, the king of Syria came against Jehoram (Joram), king of Israel (853-841 B.C.).

2 Kings 6:28-29, "And the king said unto her, What aileth thee? And she answered, This woman said unto me, Give thy Song of Solomon , that we may eat him to day, and we will eat my son to morrow. So we boiled my Song of Solomon , and did eat him: and I said unto her on the next day, Give thy Song of Solomon , that we may eat him: and she hath hid her son."

Leviticus 26:40-42 — Scripture References - Note a New Testament passage on confessing sins:

1 John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-34 

Leviticus 27:32 And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD.
Leviticus 27:32 — "passeth under the rod" - Comments- A similar passage in Jeremiah 33:13 confirms that the phrase "passeth under the rod" was a method of counting the flock.

Jeremiah 33:13, "In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks pass again under the hands of him that telleth them, saith the LORD."

Leviticus 27:33 He shall not search whether it be good or bad, neither shall he change it: and if he change it at all, then both it and the change thereof shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed.
Leviticus 27:34 These are the commandments, which the LORD commanded Moses for the children of Israel in mount Sinai.
